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The Edwardians Online web site has a fairly simple menu structure. 
Starting at the home page it is possible to access the various sections 
of the web site by choosing the appropriate menu. This can be seen 
from the diagram below;

Main Menu

Sub Menu

Footer Menu

Logo

Logo : This will always take you back to the home page.

Main Menu : This contains the 5 top level menus of 
Edwardians Online and is always present.

Sub Menu : This changes according to what part of the site 
you are using and shows the options available to you.

Footer Menu : This stays the same across the site and has 
useful links and information, including help, site map and a 
‘you are here’ feature that shows your location on the site at 
any time.
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Background Reading

To gain an understanding of the, it is advisable to read the section on 
the Main Menu on the Original Project;

www.qualidata.essex.ac.uk/edwardians/original/introduction.asp

and from the Sub Menu, the section on the Online Project,

www.qualidata.essex.ac.uk/edwardians/about/online.asp

This will give you a background to the methodology of the original 
project, which may be helpful when browsing the rest of the site.

Searching and Browsing

There are a number of ways to access the interview summaries and
interview transcripts. Firstly it should be noted that at the moment 
there is information available on all 444 interviewees in the form of 
their summary record, however, we currently only have 6 full interview 
transcripts available online (they are all available in paper format).

The Search menu offers 4 main options;

Search Summaries

Search Transcripts

Browse Themes

Browse Transcripts
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The first option is to search the interview summaries.

These records provide categorical information about the interview 
subject and a structured summary of the full interview text.

Categorical information includes details such as date of birth, sex, 
place of residence at the time of interview, final occupation and 
occupational class. These fields typically contain discrete values. 

By contrast, the summary fields contain a rich description of key 
information in the interview by theme. Themes include: family, 
marriage, housing, education, parent's work history, work history, 
political affiliation, religious background, health and childbirth, leisure 
activities, and a miscellaneous category.
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Thus if we search for the term vicar in the free-text box and click the 
Search Now box we find that there are 8 results as shown below.

The initial results screen only shows basic information about the 
results found. We can then select the interviewees we are interested 
in and retrieve further details.

Thus in our example above we can select to see further details about the 
Reverend W Frank B, a vicar from Banbury in Oxford.
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Link to full interview transcript
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Clicking on the link for the full interview transcript displays the 
complete interview, the bold text being that of the interviewer and the 
plain text being that of the respondent.

It is also possible to search the interview transcripts directly for a 
particular keyword looking again for vicar gives us the following. The 
distinction between the two sets of results being that currently the 
interview summary search will search all the 444 interview summaries 
and the interview transcript search will only search those transcripts 
which have been completely digitised (currently 6).
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The search term is highlighted together with an indication of the 
amount of times (hits) it appears within a transcript. To further assist, 
the keyword is shown in context of the question and response in 
which it appears.

It is also possible to browse the transcripts either by theme or by 
person. In the original research project the interview transcripts were 
coded using a system of 19 themes relating to the subject of family 
life and work experience. These themes or ‘topics’ are reflected in the 
main sections in the interview schedule 
(http://www.qualidata.essex.ac.uk/edwardians/original/interview.asp).
The questions in the schedule therefore provide an indication of the 
type of content that might be classified under a particular theme. The 
categories are fairly broad and many strong themes to emerge in the 
course of the interviews, such as migration, health and poverty, for 
example, were not included in the original coding.
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Clicking on any theme will show those interviews where the theme
appears, for example choosing politics shows the following interviews

Selecting the Reverend shows that there is one extract coded with the 
selected theme.

To view the extract, simply click on the link provided.
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The Edwardians Online site also includes additional resources 
including a picture gallery. The photos are displayed in various
categories and each has a description and historical note. The 
photos are available for download in both the common JPG format 
and the higher resolution TIFF format. A sound library with clips 
from selected interviews in MP3 and Windows Media formats is 
available as is additional contextual information from interviewees 
(e.g. letters, personal photos, etc.). These are depicted in the
following screenshots.

For any other help please email Qualidata qualidata@esds.ac.uk
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